




















MARYLAND BUSINESS

FOR RESPONSIVE GOVERNMENT

How the Bills Are Selected

o determine an accurate picture of the
I Maryland legislature's collective and

individual attitudes toward business and
economic growth, MBRG's 25-member State
Advisory Council selects those bills from the last
General Assembly session having practical or
philosophical importance to the widest possible
range of Maryland businesses, trade associations,
and chambers of commerce.

In order to arrive at the most accurate
measure of the legislature's position on busi-
ness matters, we include bills taken from
different stages of the legislative process: final
(third reader) votes, committee votes, and votes
on amendments and critical motions. We may at
times omit a particular piece of legislation due
to the lack of a strong consensus about it in the
business community.

scores nor expressly or implicitly endorses or
rejects any incumbent on the basis of certain
selected votes.

A complete evaluation of the positions of all
members of the General Assembly should be
made by examining committee and floor votes,
and unrecorded matters as performance on
subcommittees and constituent service.

As it has since 1986, MBRG includes bills in
Roll Call that also are prominent in the
Maryland Chamber of Commerce’s annual
Business Agenda. By incorporating this
additional information, Roll Call can depict
which bills were defined clearly to legislators
as important business legislation. Although not
all of the votes on Business Agenda bills appear
in this evaluation, those that do are shaded in
yellow and are weighted equally with other

A Word About MBRG

MBRG's purpose is to inform Maryland's
business community, elected officials, and
the general public about the political
and economic environment needed
to foster economic development and job

creation in Maryland.

Annual evaluations of the voting
records of Maryland's state and federal
legislators enable MBRG to bold politicians
accountable for the state's economic

well-being like no other organization.

MBRG is a statewide, nonpartisan

Although this evaluation process summarizes  floor and committee votes.
a legislative system which involves weeks of
debate, amendment, and compromise, voting
records remain the best indicator of a legis-

lator's inclination. MBRG neither gives pass/fail

Roll Call is intended to foster an environ-
ment for successful economic enterprise, based
on responsible growth, in the belief that this
pursuit underlies all other social progress.

MBRG Membership Application

Please photocopy and mail.

Name

Title

Company

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Fax

E-Mail

net earnings, number of employees, presence in state,and commitment to MBRG’s purpose.

Q Trustees’ Circle ..$15,000 Q President .............. Q Supporter ................ $500
A Director ............ $10,000 Q Leadership .... Q Member .................. $250
Q Chairman ............ $ 5,000 U Benefactor ............ U Contributor ........ $50-249

Enclosed is a check in the amount of $

Please make all checks payable to MBRG and mail with membership application to:
MBRG;, 10 Light Street, Suite 300B, Baltimore, MD 21202

For more information visit our web site: http://www.mbrg.org or call 410-547-1295.
Contributions and dues to MBRG are not tax-deductible as charitable contributions; however,
they may be tax-deductible as ordinary and necessary business expenses.

Please consider the following criteria in selecting an appropriate level of membership: gross revenues,

Growth in Maryland State Operating Budget

25|-

20 $20.06 $21.20 $21.76
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$ In Billions

10

FY 1995 FY 199 FY 1997 FY 1998 FY 1999

FY 2000 FY 2001 FY2002  FY 2003

Since Governor Glendening took office during FY1995% Maryland's operating budget grew by more
than $8 billion, reflecting a 61 percent increase.

*Maryland's fiscal year runs from July 1 to June 30.

political research and education
organization supported by corporations,
trade associations, chambers of

) commerce, and individuals.
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Cartoon by Jim Hunt

Signed reprints available upon request. Contact Jim at
www.jimhuntillustration.com
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Maryland Business for Responsive Government.
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